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CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS 
1962 


Z April.... Deployed MCAS, Cherry Point, North Carolina 
8 April.... Assemble MCAS, El Toro, California for unit rotation 
16 April.... Embark U. S. S. Valley Forge, Long Beach, California 
3 May..... Relieved MACS-7, М. A. S. Atsugi, Japan 
24 Sept..... Deployed Okinawa, “ Operation Lone Eagle" 
21 Dec...... Completed 10,000th Intercept 
| : 1963 
X А March... Set all time record for completed Intercepts 
4 | | |  May..... Rotate CONUS 


AIRCRAFT IN THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF SUPPORT MISSIONS 
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be TOROS SERES зара an nie‏ مب مهس ييچ بخ دب 


ith an assist from Windsock photographer Seijo, 
“brings in" a look at Japan on his radar scope. 


WE'RE OFF 


This publication serves as a tribute to the Officers and Men of 

Marine Air Control Squadron 6 whose efforts throughout the 
past year enabled them to reach the plateau of proficiency where 
they now stand above the rest and can proudly call them- 


selves.... “Ше best Air Control Squadron in the Marine Corps" .... 


TY And to those they left behind who suffered 
the lonely hours and served with them though 


they watched and waited thousands of miles away ...... 


TO ALL HANDS...... WELL DONE....,. 


SQUADRON HISTORY 


Marine Air Control Squadron-6 was designated as such in May 1955 having 
been originally commissioned Marine Air Ground Control Intercept Squadron-6 in 
the late 40's. The squadron's first home was at MCAS, Cherry Point, N.C. as part 
of MACG-2, 24 MAW and later MWHG-2. 

During its neophyte stages MACS-6 repeatedly showed that it was growing into 
a squadron soon to be reckoned with. Bogue Field, Onslow Beach, and Vieques, 
Puerto Rico first got to see the new MACS in action. Training and retraining to 
an edge of professional skill and combat readiness was the plan of the day in the 


early days..of..1956 “he als. first bi b C packed up the 
“ Bubble s as part of 


were tried and dev 


Upon returning | | 7 . Amphibious ex- 


ercises over Onslow 
a snowbound e 


Cherry Point, and 
decessors hopping. 
i M ў the 24th MEU 
and the 4th MEE ed in u ғай janeuvers, landings, 
and operations in| # 

Back to Ch | | g tarted to form up 
for its initiation ) の TNI In March 1962, 
MACS-6 ceased уай d L Toro where it 
staged for furth | 8 Alsugi. Boarding 
Ihe USS Valley adron sailed for 
Japan via Hawd 


Immediatel 15] MACS-6 and 
everyone got a gbod. | he records that 
the MACS bef | | в іатр” began 
to shatter thes ay record for 


intercepts com à » mpleted in bis fell by the 


wayside. Th трі 15 was stre into an ип- 
precedented r | | 
MACS-6 on through- 


out its tour 7 
Thailand " T. 
ments notice. | 

In September 1962 the squadron deployed on Exercise " Lone Nagle" as the 
a little 
7 О aü, but the O AA, to give th itstanding 
surveillance and control that our fighter squadrons were accustomed to. 

The Cuban Crisis erupted upon MACS-6’s return to Atsugi and as always we 


were prepared! The close working relationship with the USAF and the Japanese 


Air Self Defense Force also taught us a great deal about the Air Defense business. 


Yes weve been in the Far East. And now we are going to leave it; some with 
sadness, others with glee. But one thing will stand out in every Marines mind 
who served in it “A fine tour with the best squadron in the Corps.” 
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Lt. Col. DUNWIDDIE originally enlisted in the United 
States Naval Reserve in January 1942, but was not 
assigned to active duty until 3 March 1943 as а Naval 
Aviation Cadet following graduation from Yale University. 
The Colonel was commissioned as a 2nd Lt in the USMCR 
on 16 April 1944 after completion of the flight training 
syllabus at Naval Pre-Flight School, Chapel Hill, N. C.: 
NAS Olathe, Kansas; and NAS Pensacola, Florida. 
Following completion of flight training, he was retained at 
NAS, Deland, Florida as an instructor in SBD's and ЕМ-9% 
for an 11 month period. After tours of duty at MCAS, El 
Toro, VMF-212 on Okinawa and at NAS, Jacksonville, 
Florida the Col returned to civilian life on 11 May 1946. 
Integrating into the Regular Establishment, he returned 
to active duty on 16 September 1946 and was as- 
signed to MAG-22, MCAS Cherry Point, N.C. where 
he served until Feb. 1947. After attending Amphibious 
Warfare School, Junior School, at Quantico he was 
reassigned to УМЕ-212, MAG-14 at Cherry Point for 18 
months. In Feb. 1949 he joined VMF-322, MAG-15 at 
MCAS Ewa, Hawaii. Returning to CONUS in May 1949 
Lt. CoL. DUNWIDDIE was assigned as MAG-15 Intelli- 


| | . D IDDIE. Jr. 
LiCol Stanley G UNW | Е J gence Officer, a billet he filled until October 1950. Col. 
COMMANDING OFFICER DUNWIDDIE was then assigned to MTACS-1, MACG-1, 


MCAS Cherry Ропи, N.C. and spent the next year TAD to NAMTC, Point Mugu. California where he was 
: | \ g 


a member of the initial Development Team whose task was to test and evaluate the MPQ-14, Close Air Support 
Radar. Upon completion of this assignment he was assigned to MACG-3 at El Toro from 1Aug5l to 19Dec 
52 filling the billets of Intelligence and Legal Officer first in MTACS-3 and then as Group Intelligence and Legal 
Officer. Assigned to the 1stMAW in in Apr53, the Col served with VMA-323 and VMA-121 both of MAG-12 
at ኢ-6 in Korea. During this period he flew strikes againt the North Koreans flying the F4U and AD. Following 
duty with these squadrons he was assigned as Combat Intelligence Officer in the IstMAW G-2 Section until 
he was returned to CONUS in June 1954. 

After a year of duty at NATTC, Jacksonville, Fla. he was assigned to MCAS Kaneohe, Hawaii where he 
served as Station Intelligence Officer and Officer-in-Charge of the Com- 
missioned Officer Mess. Upon return to CONUS the Col served with 
VMCJ-2 at Cherry Point, which provided photo and ECM coverage of 
the Carribean area, flying the F9F-8P, F8U-1P and [ከር F3D-2Q. In 
January 1961 Col. DUNWIDDIE was assigned duty as Assistant Ope- 
rations Officer in the 2nd MAW G-3 Section and served in that capacity 
until September 1961 when he was reassigned to VMF (AW)-114 as 
Operations Officer. Col. DUNWIDDIE was transferred to MACS-6 in 
December 1961: became its Commanding Officer on 6 Jan. 1962: and 
brought us overseas in April 1962. To date our skipper has guided this 
squadron to a record breaking tour of duty in the Far East. Lt. COL. 
DUNWIDDIE is entitled to wear the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air 
Medal with Silver Star, Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, American 
Campaign Ribbon, Asiatic Pacific Ribbon, WW II Victory Medal, Navy 
Occupation Medal w/a Clasp, National Defense Service Medal, Korean 


Service Medal with 1 star, and the Korean PUC among his decorations. 


The Colonel has had a well rounded duty assignment pattern and all VMF 212 OKINAWA 1945 


hands of the best MACS in the Corps wish him continued success in 


all future assignments. 


Captain John K. KNOPE became a Naval 
Aviation Cadet in the summer of 1951 while 
attending the University of Florida. Аз a 
NAVCAD he was trained in the УМА 
Syllabus, receiving his wings in August 1953 
at Pensacola, Florida. After commissioning 
he was ordered to Corpus Christi, Texas 
for all-weather flight training and subsequently 
to NAS, Kingsville, Texas for jet transition 
training. Upon completion of this training 
he was assigned with VMA-332, МАС-31 at 
Miami, Florida. While serving with VMA- 
332 Captain KNOPE integrated into the 


Regular Marine Corps and served as Assistant 


Орегапопз Officer, Assistant Flight Officer, 
and Special Weapons Officer. In August 
1956 Captain KNOPE resigned his commis- 
Captain John K. KNOPE 76 | P | 
sion and returned to civilian Ше for a five 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


year period, however, he did not completely 


become a civilian аз he accepted a Reserve | 
Commission upon his resignation and was 
assigned to VMF-114, МАКТС. NAS, Jack- 
sonville, Florida as a * Weekend Warrior " 
flying weekends and two weeks of active 
duty each summer to keep his flight pro- 
ficiency at peak performance. VMF-114 was 
redesignated as VMA-114 when it turned in 
its F9F-8B's for A4D-U's. In October 1061 
"KING " returned to the Marine Corps and 
the 2dMAW and was subsequently assigned 


to MACS-6 for duty. After completing the 


Air Intercept Control Officers Course at 
Glynco, Ga., Capt. KNOPE was assigned as 
Executive Officer in December 1961. As 
" Backup CO” the Captain has watched the 
squadron progress to become the best MACS 
in the Corps and Air Control Agency in the 


world. 


" —— 


King as a Navcad 61 


Ist Sgt PRATCHIOS initially 
enlisted in the Marine Corps in 
February 1942 and was assigned 
to recruit training at the Recruit 
Depot, San Diego, California. 
After completion of recruit train- 
ing he was assigned to the Air- 
craft Mechanics Course at the 
Naval Technical Training Center, 
Chicago, Illinois in April 1942. 
Upon reporting to this school the 
first item handed him was a needle 
and thread and he was told to 
patch up holes in a fabric covered 


wing on a Boeing F4B-4 aircraft, 


After graduation from this school 


+ | he was assigned to further ad- 
Ist SGT Theodore S. Pratchios vanced schooling in carburetion 
and ignition systems. In March 
1943 his schooling completed, he 
reported to УМЕ-531, MAG-3] 
| at MCAS, Cherry Point, N.C. 
for duty. The MAG at that time was commanded by Lt. Со. К.К. КОТЕТТ. In the fall of 1943 the 
Ist. Sgt. was reassigned to VMF-311 at Page Field, Parris Island, S.C. for further training for deployment 
overseas with this unit. The squadron flew overseas later that year and was based on Wallace Island in 
the Ellice Island group. With VMF-311 the ” lop" was assigned as a Check Crew Leader and 
participated in the Central Pacific Campaign having received his baptism of fire in February 1944 when 
his squadron began flying strikes against the Japanese on the islands of the Central Pacific. The ” Top” 
was rotated to CONUS in December 1944 as one of four (4) brothers serving on active duty in the Marine 
Corps to attend the launching of a Navy ship by his mother. In January 1945 he was assigned to the 
Carburetion and Ignition Shop of SMS-48 at Santa Barbara, California and from there he was discharged 
on 19 February 1946. While in civilian life he enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve and was assigned to 
“В” Company, 4th Infantry Battalion, USMCR, Duluth, Minnesota and served that unit as Gunnery Sergeant 
until recalled to active duty for the Korean conflict in August 1950. While in Korea he served with VMF- 
513 which flew strikes against the North Koreans in the F4U-5 from bases at Pyongyong and Kimpo. lstSgt 
PRATCHIOS integrated into the Regular Marine Corps on 9 January 1953 while serving with H&MS-3] 
at NAS, Miami, Florida. After a tour of duty with VMA-333 he was assigned to the ATB Advanced 
Electronics School. After completion of this school he was assigned to the IstMAW and subsequently to 
H&MS-11, MAG-11 at Atsugi, Japan from 1957 to 1959 where he was NCOIC of the Comm Shop. While at 
МАС-11 һе was deployed to Formosa from August 1958 to March 1959. Upon rotation to CONUS in 
September 1959 he returned to the 24MAW and to VMA-324. Immediately prior to his present assignment 
he was IstSgt of the Joint Reception Center at Cherry Point, where he greeted a lot of this squadron upon 
reporting to Cherry Point, N.C. for duty. Тһе " Top" has been with us since January 1962. Among 
his ribbons, the " Top" is entitled to wear the PUC, Navy Unit Commendation Medal for his unit in the 
Marshall Island Campaign, Korean Service Ribbon with 3 stars and the Asiatic Pacific Compaign Ribbon 


with 3 stars. 
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The men and their mission 


The intercept story encompasses the efforts and teamwork of every individual in 
the squadron even though their duties may seem remole from a combat function. 
А From the time the watch warms up the generators until the controller hears " Judy, 

out,’ our team has been functioning smoothly with a significant awareness of our 
MISSION. 

We might say our story starts with “Бір D’s Boys,” covered with grease and 
oil maintaining our source of power day and night to keep our eyes in the sky. 
Glamor evades the generator watch, bul necessity is their's. 

Radar Technicians move about the area day and night with a knowing silence. 
“Мас” has taught them to know every foot in the miles of wire and cable combing the 
the Counter Air Operations Center. A walk through the center and theyll know 
where to start working or whether it is time to visit " Tosh's Tavern.” They have 
developed diplomatic poise to silence the unknowing experts. When they're happy 
and smiling, we're in business. 

The " Виааһа 5” communicators stand listening to the conversations of controller 
and pilot ready to act. They have calculated how to stretch our voice to the farthest 
possible mile and communicate even around Fuji. Their problems are many and 

! solutions reached, but praise be unto the man who can conquer the weather phenomena. 
Next come " Wiley's Cave Dwellers” who frequent the CAOC. For five straight 
hours or more our aviation electronics operators are engaged in radar surveillance, 
| plotting, height finding, status maintenance and the passing of radar plots to the 
| Japanese Air Self Defense Force. Their performance varies from maintaining an 
| accurate position of a downed aircraft to expedite and facilitate rescue, to the 
| amusement of an off hour two way language tutoring with their counterparts 
at JASDF. These are the men who will provide the key to our air defense in any 
future conflict, for without them we cannot be aware of the enemy. Their proficiency 

is outstanding and their net worth is far greater than they will ever realize. 

Our hero is the controller. He is the man with a keen eye, quick tongue, and 
sharp grease pencil. He 15 always uttering, “Call Radar!” Since May 7 when 
Morris first heard “ Judy out," till Brooks heard " Thats 10,000 man!” our control- 
lers have been steering them in on targel. Once tn a while he has been known to 

| make a statement to the effect a certain aviator should be flying a desk, for although 
| rouline invades the realm of the controller, his pride in his own performance is 
| paramount. 
| Holding the team together with paper is none other than "CAPTAIN" Younger's 
Admin Section. With Smokey’s frequent reply of © I don't have any !”, to the Wagon 

| Master's, " Sir, it won't run!”, our Services Section is continuously busy supporting 
our main MISSION. 

Last, but not least, let us not forget Vinces Rumor Control Section. Without 
them we would have never gotten to go to Australia. 

This then is the best air control squadron in the Corps at a glance. The follow- 
ing pages tell the story and outcome of a typical intercept mission when MACS-6 
combines with the best interceptors in the Marine Corps today. 
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ARA—Maj. Robert D. Green (г), 


Control Squadron 7 commanding officer, removes PROMOTION ` Lilo し Stanley | G. Dunwiddie (center), Com- 
the squadron sign as Maj. Stanley С. Dunwiddie, command. 18 Officer , Marine jos ( 2... неа e ቅ økta 
ing officer, Marine Air Control Squadron 6, bids him farewell + ከ кын a i E by Я 2 M RPA: М £ und 5 а спа 7 
May 5 during change of command ceremonies. MACS-6 ar» | ша ПЕ Officer, > e de y R 11 й - I Col I НЕ 
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arine Aircraft Wing, Cherry Point, N.C., for a 13 month 1 1. ү M ware iso) >. NA ана асек ee que Fen 
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Marine All-Weather Fighte 
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his F4D "Skyray" intercept 

Alexander immediately 


| ward Cunningham’s plane. Usi 
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.. Manne Air С 
Friday to Maj. Gen. Masao Nak amura of the 
Аш Self Defense Force during a visit of the 
radar facilities. Pos p 
Nakamura, commanding general | ЛЕ ДЕІН d 25 ү 
of the aircraft control and warn- а 
ing wing of Central Japan, was | | 
welcomed by Lt. Col. Stanley €. 
Dunwiddie and retired to the officer of Iruma Air Base near 
colonel's office where he and the Johnson, were Col. Mukoyama, 
general discussed Marine radar deputy commanding officer ; Lt. 


ontrol Squadron SIX |. 


Pet manner, | an 
Visiting with General Хата. 
kura, who is also commanding 


s and their association with Col. I hara, director of Iruma 


the radar squadrons manned by operations and Lt. Col. Imada. 


rector of material. 


An unidentified interpreter points-out items of interest fo | 
Gen. Masao Nakamura (center) of the Japanese Self Defense.Forcı 
during a recent visit to MACS-6 facilities aboard the station. 
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The JSDF General was the guest Dec. 7 of £t. Col. radar commanding ofi- lo 
Dunwiddie (left), MACS-6 commanding officer, Ph rough an Ja 
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|. “The mission of MACHE is te 
‘install, maintain and oper ate 
| ground facilities for the detection 
| and interception of hostile aireraft 
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‚gational direction of friendiv 
aireraft in the accomplishment of 
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a Iministerec 1. first aid. Li 
prepared a stretcher made 
Sticks", a poncho and 
belts to take the injured 
ine down from the 12,000 Ft. 
to the 7,800 Ft. level so the 

copter could pick him up. 
The rescue was made by. Lt: 
- | Копа d P. Johns, рио Marine Air 
Base Squadron 17 and map Robert 
and then} D. ` co-pilot ` 
At about 100 | MCAS Iwakuni, Japan... 
Lt. Solberger | Lt. Solberger brok 
: uh | bone and suffered mu 


ations of the heard. 
| was taken to the | 
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the tortoise and the hare is brought ferth in this little 
umi (1) and Turtle Masahiro before the men of МАСА, ТІ 


ed host to 52 youngsters of the Seibu Gakuen Orphanage 


E 


Each of the nine little girls and 43 boys at the recreation с 
hristmas party found themselves a temporary foster father and didn't let 
him until late in the afternoon when they were take 
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. Officer. 


8 porene squadron has å well-rounded physical - 
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squadron. 
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fitness, the Commanding. Officer of 
Marine Аш REN Squadron Six 
s the Intr 
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“PEOPLE TO PEOPLE ” 


Japanese children can warm 
the heart of any Marine. These 
were no exception. Under the 
auspices of the Sicilian Мин; 
especially Sister Mafalda 
Morendo, these needy orphans 
are cared for and looked after. 
Scotty, Chuck, Smitty, Oliver, 
and all the others made the week 
end trips to work in the yard, 
paint the buildings, and just 
plain give the love these tots 
needed. Little Misaiko, Siyoko, 
and Kimi-san each had their own 
week end daddy. The culmina- 
tion of the year was Santas 
appearance at the Christmas 
party on 16 December. With all 
their radiant sunshine given to 
us during the year, all we could 
do was return just а little. 
We'll miss them! 
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MACS-6 
SADDLE UP 
AND 
DEPLOY 


“Lone Eagle” 
is Underway 


Fore Aviation ut now арна T ачап )] 
Wing, are operating f 5 
and Okinawa bases during amphibious Exercise "Lone 


Commanded by Col A. н. Adams, Comm 


of Marine Aircraft Group- 11, the 
LFA conducted aerial recom 


ter n anding zones be 
on Kin Red aud Blue Teaches 


godine Officer 


naissance of the "enemy" areas, 
d a: sault troops by oe 
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and provided. air Support. for 


ground troops. | 
Sleek F8U Crusaders of Marine 
Composite Reconnaissance не 


` Helicopters of Marine Helicop- 
ter Squadron- 62 lifted a combat- 
on Landing Team 
from ship to th 16 e Landing: 1 
D-Day. The vertical assault coin- 
cided with the landing of the 
first wave of e from ще 568 
at H-Hour. . 
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“HAIL HAIL 
THE GANGS ALL HERE! 


LET SSE 
3,000 Y EQUALS... 


29925298 


29 TRAVELS WITH US. 


THAT'S RIGHT, I SAID TM NOT 
GOING. 


"THAT'S PEARL SON! 


ONCE AROUND THE BLOCK PLEASE! 


ዘ4 CAGE OF FIRE 


SMOKE Г KEEP TELL- 
ING YOU MY NAME 


15 SILCOX NOT KOL- 
KOXS. 
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JUST THINK I JOINED THE 


CORPS TO GET AWAY FROM 
THE FARM. 


YOU SPEAK-UM 
HOW MANY BEADS 
FOR MUSCLE. 


OH SAY CAN YOU SEE 
ANY TEAR GAS ON ME. 


GET YOUR FOOT LONG HOT DOG. 


ANY ONE SEEN THE 
SKIPPER-I WANT TO 
TALK TO HIM ABOUT 
A TRANSFER. 


WHO ME WORRY. 


TAKE ME TO YOUR 
LEADER. 


BUT NOW IF I HAD A CANON WITH 
MULTI-EXPOSURE ZOOM LENS. 


KISS ME AGAIN AND PLL SMACK YOU. 
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BEER OR NO BEER LAD YOUR STILL 
TALKING TO A SNCO. 


YOUR WRONG I'VE GOT THE 
PRETTIEST LEGS. 


WHO SAID THE COL. COULDN'T 
DRINK A CASE A BEER IN 10 
MINUTES. 


“You may have been in headquarters before, Murray. 
т” 


but you're infantry Now . 
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FAREWELL “EYES OF THE F ІКТ МАЙ” 


The time is here for us to rotate and MACS-6 will depart Japan for its new 
home at MCAS, Beaufort, S.C., so “ Marine, stay alert! Yowre going home—home 
to the land of the round-eyes, hard nickels and the big PX ; where yen won't spend ; 
where the cars are big and people are tall and everyone drives on the wrong side 
of the street.’ It has been my pleasure to be your commanding officer for the past 
16 months and during this time of turmoil, tension and aggressions you have truly 
shown an outstanding "can do” attitude and professional approach to each and 
every assignment. You have stood ready in this “ cold war” period and at Ше end 
. of each day you can say with satisfaction that MACS-6 had put in a full 24 hours. 
You have proved without question that you are the best MACS in the business today 
by continually breaking and setting new records in the Far East. Each and every 
man in the squadron can be proud of these records for you have accomplished them. 
It has been a successful tour; you have met all challenges ; you have given the best 
control in the world to the all-weather fighter squadrons of the Ist MAW; and 
"STAMP" has achieved the reputation of a real professional. I am extremely 
proud to have been a part of this team during this tour and as it is my first 
command, it will live long in my memory as the most successful for I believe the 
accomplishments of this squadron will stand unbroken for a long time. . It is you, 
the men and officers of this command, who have made it the best all-round unit in 
the Far East. As you go forth into your new assignments carry with you the will, 
pride, esprit de corps and "can do” attitude that you have shown in MACS-6. I 
wish to commend each of you for an exceptionally fine performance of duty; to 
extend to you my personal best wishes for good health and happiness upon your 
return home and your reunion with your loved ones: and to wish you a fine cruise 
at your next duty station. You can depart knowing that you left a patr of giant 
footprints behind. — 


AD midt; |. 


S.G. DUNWIDDIE JR. 


